
   

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF UPTON, WYOMING 

Held on August 11, 2015 

 

THE REGULAR MEETING of the Town Council of Upton, Wyoming was held at 7:00 

p.m. August 11, 2015 at the Upton Community Center located at 917 N HWY 116 in Upton, 

Wyoming.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Dustin Upton, Councilmen Mark Mitchell, 

Nathan Todd, Travis Beck, and David Watt.  Also present were:  Attorney Mark Hughes, Mark 

Lindstrom, Lynn Hofland, Jeannette Ray,  Todd Bennington, Lester and Tiffony Riehemann, Judy 

Keller, Mike and Nancy Dodd, Lori Olson, Norma Shelton, Cort Cundy, Debra Douglas, Brittany 

Crump, Scott Gerber, Kelley Millar, and Rona Barker 

 

Mayor Upton opened the meeting by leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Councilman Watt made a motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting, and the 

regular meeting of the July 14, 2015 council meeting.  Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion, 

and voted in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

 The following bills were paid: Alpha Communications, $50.00; Arrow Services, $846.58; 

AT&T Mobility, $401.46; B-4 Automotive, $58.84; City of Newcastle, $1,622.00; Department of 

Workforce Services, $364.72, $1,613.96; Petty Cash, $19.08; Razor City Rentals, $860.89; Rocky 

Mountain Information Network, $25.00; RT Communications, $462.32, $746.03; SourceGas, 

$82.69; Upton Co-op, $66.05;  Wyoming Association of Sheriffs & Chiefs, $50.00; Wyoming 

Retirement System, $405.00, $7,190.20; Zion’s Bank, $11,336.22; Aflac, $122.31; Collins 

Communications, $28.00;  Department of Treasury, $16,700.27; Hebron Brick Supply Co., 

$360.00; NCPERS Wyoming, $16.00; Fred Reum, $1,770.00; Howard White Construction, 

$62,500.00; Hughes Law Office, $759.50; Newman Traffic Signs, $53.42; Razor City Rentals, 

$230.00; Secretary of State, $30.00; Slattery Enterprises, $230.00; Servall, $73.74; Top Office 

Products, $171.16; Weston County Gazette, $1,131.26; WAMCAT, $130.00, $290.00; Wyoming 

Network, $50.00; Reissued Deposit Refunds, $425.83; Energy Labs, $80.00; First State Bank 

(transfer), $670.00; Joe’s Food Center, $241.83;  NorMont Equipment, $514.50; Northwest Pipe 

Fittings, $1,570.32; Postmaster, $173.25; Powder River Energy, $130.70; Titan Machinery, 

$6,125.22; Utility Overpayment, $.25; Bearlodge Engineering & Surveying, $730.00; BCBS, 

$8,977.50; BHP, $6,014.90; B-4 Automotive, $269.14; Chase Cardmember Services, $1,554.77; 

Good Year Commercial Tire, $151.20; Lloyd Davis, $5,615.00; Upton Co-op, $2,620.34.  

SALARIES: Rona Barker, $2,860.33; Ty Beck, $1,614.69; Chris Brooks, $680.32; David Brooks, 

$1,777.67; Joseph Creamer, $3,561.01; Patrick Crow, $300.14; Michael Hobbs, $2,878.28; Lynn 

Hofland, $4,521.33; Virginia Jenkins, $89.54;  David Larson, $3,360.14; Mark Lindstrom, 

$4,261.93; Bryton Materi, $1,664.69; Lee McCoy, $2,168.02; Corina McPeters, $148.17; Kelley 

Millar, $2,312.49; Colleen Moneymaker, $395.95; Connie Montgomery, $295.05, William 

Palmer, $3,534.05; Jason Pinter, $520.02; Dustin Upton, $153.92; Robert Willis, $2,825.51.  The 

following bills will be paid when grant funds are received or release of retainage:  Bearlodge 

Engineering & Surveying, $15,070.00, and Timberline Services, $7,808.82. 

 



 Mike Dodd, representing the Upton Food Bank, asked the Council for a waiver of the rate 

increases involving garbage and sewer at the Food Bank.  He explained that internet service was 

needed to purchase supplies.  Other churches donate to the Food Bank, but mostly materials, and 

very little money is given.  Councilman Beck asked if there were any grants available to help with 

funding.  Mayor Upton stated that it would not be ideal to set up a precedence to waive services.  

Mayor Upton said that he would pay the garbage and sewer charges for the Food Bank for the next 

two months, and in return he asked Mr. Dodd to report back to the Council with a plan for other 

paying options. 

 

 Nancy Dodd asked for help to slow traffic on Sheridan Street,or some way to cut the dust 

from all the traffic.  Options were discussed.  It was decided that another speed limit sign would 

be placed in that area.  Chief Hofland was asked to have that area monitored regularly. 

 

 Norma Shelton updated the Council in regard to the Weston County Travel Commission. 

The update included a very detailed budget report, activities, and fund allocations.  Jeannette Ray 

explained that the Travel Commission was working on a quilt block for a Quilt Block Tour.  Debbie 

Douglas further commented that the Chamber of Commerce was interested in working with the 

Travel Commission on this project. 

 

 Councilman Mitchell made a motion to re-appoint Jeannette Ray to the Weston County 

Travel Commission Board.  Councilman Beck seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  

Jeannette’s appointment is for a three year term. 

 

 Councilman Mitchell reported that the Golf Association has $437.00 in their accounts, plus 

enough money to make payroll. A tournament is planned for August 22nd and 23rd.  Councilman 

Mitchell said that the golf course will close after Labor Day.  Mayor Upton stated that some 

individuals were interested in a possible lease option.  This option consist of volunteer labor with 

Town money budgeted on a decreasing level for a three year term.  Council Mitchell reported that 

someone had put their own gravel on the greens, and that the Crew had to clean it up before it 

could be mowed.  Councilman Mitchel thought that the Town should either lease the golf course 

to someone, or take over the whole thing.  Councilman Todd remarked that people were golfing 

without paying.  Councilman Watt then said that it was a mistake not to take over the whole thing, 

club house and all.  This will be a September agenda item. 

 

 Judy Keller reported that work is still progressing on the kitchen at the Upton Senior 

Center, but the end is in sight.  To date the telephone is still in the name of Town of Upton, but the 

Center is working toward getting the phone put in their name. 

 

 Lori Olson stated that the Fly-In at the airport was wildly successful.  There were sixteen 

aircraft with twenty nine pilots and passengers attending the event.  She reported that the airport 

is in great shape!  The Airport Board received an Aviation Encouragement Grant in the amount of 

$5,000.00.  The grant money was received and used for the Fly-In with a portion of the money 

being spent.  Scott Gerber reported that the Airport Board had received a grant for security and 

fence upgrades depending upon (1) approval from the Forest Service, and (2) location of 

improvements are within the boundaries.  The Airport Board will pay for the survey and the match.  

Superintendent Lindstrom stated that part of the survey has been done.  The Board then asked for 



a 20 year commitment from the Town for lighting and security upkeep.  Councilman Mitchell 

made a motion to support the airport grant and to work with the Airport Board in that respect.  

Councilman Beck seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

Cort Cundy asked about the status of trash pickup by C.W. Waste Services.  Mr. Cundy 

stated that until the cans are in place, he would have to have a two man crew, and that he would 

have to increase his price to accommodate paying an extra person.   At that time Superintendent 

Lindstrom   stated that it would take about six weeks to get the trash cans after they were ordered.  

The cans would cost approximately $31,000 for 549 cans.  Superintendent Lindstrom felt that there 

was enough Consensus grant money left to pay for them.    He then asked the Council for 

permission to order the trash cans and for an agreement to be drawn up with C.W. Waste.   

Councilman Beck made a motion to draw up an agreement with C.W. Waste Services for the trash 

haul, and to give Superintendent Lindstrom permission to purchase the trash cans.  Councilman 

Watt seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion passed.  Attorney Hughes will draw up 

the contract when he receives the particulars.   

 

 Police Chief Hofland handed his written report to the Council for review.  No questions 

were asked of him.    

 

Lester Riehemann gave a written Fire Department report to the Council for review.  Mr. 

Riehemann explained that it would cost $30,000 to $50,000 to replace the pump that went out on 

the Structural Fire Engine.  This vehicle is a 1977 Ford.  Several early 2000 model Structural Fire 

Engines have been found that would work.  The price range for these trucks are between $50,000 

and $60,000.  The Fire Department is doing fund raisers, and has requested help from the Upton 

Economic Development Board.   The Council asked that the Fire Department report back to them 

in the next few months or when a truck was located. 

 

Councilman Mitchell made a motion to pass RESOLUTION NO. 4, 2015.  Councilman 

Beck second the motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF UPTON, WESTON COUNTY, 

WYOMING ADOPTING LANDFILL RATE INCREASES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

2015-2016 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of Upton, Weston County, Wyoming has met and 

considered its budget for the fiscal year 2015-2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of Upton, Weston County, Wyoming imposes fees 

to recoup the costs of all services resulting from all enterprise funds expenditures; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of Upton, Weston County, Wyoming is required 

to balance the budget and all enterprise funds must be self-sustaining ; and 

 



      NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of Upton, 

Weston County, Wyoming that an increase in the following particular will become 

effective August 15, 2015: 

 

1. Landfill rates for nonresidents of Upton will increase from $32.00 per half ton pickup 

size load to $38.00 per load for trash pit loads.  Larger loads are and will be charged at 

a higher rate.  The rate for city customers will increase to $13.00 per half ton pickup 

size load for trash pit loads.  Loads of concrete, iron, or wood will remain at $5.00 per 

load for a half ton pickup.  Larger loads will be charged at a higher rate.   

                         DONE IN OPEN SESSION this 11th day of August, 2015. 

  Town Council of Upton, Weston County, Wyoming 

 

  Mayor Upton opened discussion on the decision to be made about how to proceed with 

findings of the Feasibility Study for a multi-purpose building in the park.  He told the Council that 

he had hoped for more public input at the Fun Days suggestion box, but did observe the area where 

the proposed facility would sit being used by those attending the event.  He said he could see how 

Option C, with some design modifications, could be the best option.  Councilman Mitchell agreed 

with the suggested modification of the location of the covered picnic area and supported Option 

C.  Debbie Douglas, Chamber of Commerce President, read the Council a letter from the Chamber 

in support of Option C and said that the Chamber had received many positive comments on a 

Facebook post about the project.  The Council had reviewed this letter at the July meeting.  

Councilman Beck supported Option C with some modifications, stating that he would like to get 

the most out of the grant monies as possible.  Councilmen Todd & Watt agreed that they supported 

Option C.  Councilman Beck moved to support Option C and move forward with the grant writing 

process, seconded by Councilman Mitchell. All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

 

 Attorney Mark Hughes asked the Council for permission to proceed on writing letters to 

the owners of the newly identified abatement properties.  Councilman Watt made the motion to 

continue work on the letters, seconded by Councilman Mitchell.  All voted in favor and the motion 

carried.  Attorney Hughes also told the Council that harsher action may be required for some of 

the previously identified properties in order to move forward.   

 

 Superintendent Mark Lindstrom gave the Council estimated prices ($80,215) for street 

repair equipment discussed at the July meeting.  He said the same company WYDOT uses had 

provided the estimates and pictures of the equipment and could come down for a demonstration as 

well.  The Council supported the idea and Superintendent Lindstrom will set up a time that works 

well for as many of the Council as possible.   

 

 Mayor Upton has received letters and verbal indications that up to three members of the 

Upton Housing Board are wanting to resign.  The town will advertise for the volunteer board 

positions for the next two weeks. 

 

 Superintendent Lindstrom gave the Council a copy of a recent mobile home permit 

application for review.  He said the Planning Board had approved the application based on the 

documentation and wanted to make sure the Council was comfortable with the decision.  He 

commented that the permit was well put together and made the decision easy.   



  

 Superintendent Lindstrom then asked the Council for approval of the new summer dump 

hours, Wednesdays 10am-5pm and Saturdays 10am-5pm as of September 2, 2015.  Councilman 

Mitchell made the motion, seconded by Councilman Beck.  All voted in favor and the motion 

carried.  The hours will be advertised in the newspaper and on the town website through the end 

of the year. The Town of Upton Website is www.townofupton.com. 

 

 Clerk Barker asked the Council for clarification on an issue that had come up in payroll for 

July and to make a decision on vacation carryover.  Attorney Hughes suggested calling the Labor 

Board for further information.  Clerk Barker, Chief Hofland and Attorney Hughes discussed the 

issue further.  Attorney Hughes asked that the recently passed personnel policy be forwarded to 

him for review of the vacation, over time and payroll sections.   

 

 In Other Business, Mayor Upton recognized Debbie Douglas, Chamber of Commerce 

President.  Debbie spoke about the recently approved Park Equipment grant and asked that the 

Chamber be added to the agenda on a perpetual basis.  Clerk Barker said this had already been 

done, and explained how grants normally work.  Mayor Upton agreed that the Chamber of 

Commerce could automatically be on the agenda throughout the grant.  Superintendent Lindstrom 

said the project would likely miss construction season this year because of order and delivery 

times, but could be done in the spring.   

 

 There being no further business before the Council, a motion was made to adjourn by 

Councilman Watt, and it was seconded by Councilman Beck.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at   8:55 p.m. 

 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

 

                            Mayor 

________________________________ 

Attest  Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


